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By Barbara Honegger, Naval Postgraduate School Public Affairs
MONTEREY, Calif. (NNS) -- The sun broke through just in time to ensure a perfect day for the Monterey Bay
Symphony's Memorial Day Concert on the lawn in front of Hermann Hall at the Naval Postgraduate School
(NPS) on May 28. 
The theme of the concert was "Stars and Stripes Forever." More than 3,000 music lovers, sporting every color of
the rainbow, stretched as far as the eye could see at the outdoor concert. 
Following a warm welcome by the master of ceremonies, local KION television news anchor Hunter Finnel, and
an invocation by NPS Chaplain Darrell Wesley, NPS President retired Vice Adm. Daniel Oliver took the podium
to remind the audience of the real reason they were there. 
"As president of this distinguished university, it's an honor to celebrate with you this day of remembrance for
America's heroes who have died protecting our country and our freedoms," Oliver said. 
Before handing the baton to Monterey Bay Pops Orchestra conductor Carl Christensen, Oliver presented one of
the university's highest honors, the Distinguished Alumnus Award, to retired Vice Adm. Thomas J. Hughes. 
"Speaking of American heroes, Adm. Hughes has served his country continuously for the past half century and
continues to do so today, serving his fourth consecutive year as Conrad Chair of Financial Management here at
the Naval Postgraduate School," Oliver said. "Beyond capable, he is a passionate leader who makes an indelible
impression on everyone whose life he touches." 
Oliver reviewed Hughes' exceptional naval career which includes commanding destroyers and a destroyer
squadron, amphibious ships and service force ships, and serving on the staffs of the chief of Naval Operations
and Joint Chiefs of Staff. When he retired from active duty in 1987, Hughes was the three-star deputy chief of
Naval Operations for logistics. 
"But most importantly, he is one of our own," Oliver stressed. "In 1962, Admiral Hughes received a Master of
Science degree in operations analysis from the Naval Postgraduate School." 
"Memorial Day is our biggest open house of the year and the one that best enables the local community to have
gate access and learn more about the educational and research activities at NPS," said Provost Leonard Ferrari
before the event. 
Enabling that educational outreach, representatives from three of NPS' schools manned information booths on
the east lawn. 
In addition to the concert, there was a spectrum of fun and educational activities for both kids and adults
including guided tours of the historic Old Del Monte Hotel, now NPS's administration building. Other activities
included a tour of the Arizona cactus garden; children's activities included face painting, two bouncy castles and
various contests; and vibrant displays of talent by the Dance Kids of Monterey County, the Aditi Foundation
dancers, the Del Monte Brass and the Cypressaires Harmony Ensemble. 
During the actual concert, Genevieve Micheletti received a standing ovation for her virtuoso violin performance
that seemed to turn the informal setting into an outdoor Carnegie Hall. 
Courtesy of the Knox Library, guests could visit a historic Battle of Midway remembrance poster display in the
hotel lobby. 
Originally known as Decoration Day, Memorial Day was first celebrated May 30, 1868, at Arlington National
Cemetery when flowers were placed on the graves of soldiers who fought on both sides in the Civil War. 
The day of remembrance has since grown to honor all who have died while serving the nation in the line of duty.
In 2000, Congress passed a resolution encouraging a National Moment of Remembrance as part of Memorial
Day, in which all Americans are encouraged to pause to voluntarily and informally observe, in their own way, a
moment of remembrance and respect for those who have given the ultimate sacrifice. 
For more news from Naval Postgraduate School, visit www.news.navy.mil/local/nps/.
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